Hosts Needed for Visiting Danish Students
This September, Manlius Pebble Hill will welcome a special group of international visitors. Twenty-nine students and two faculty members from the Sorø Akademi in Denmark will visit the MPH campus from Friday, Sept. 23 through Wednesday, Sept. 28, experiencing student life in Central New York.

It’s all part of a longstanding cultural exchange between MPH and the Sorø Akademi.  Every other year for more than a decade, MPH students have traveled to the Sorø Akademi during the February school break, and the Danish students have visited Syracuse the following September during their school break. The reciprocal arrangement relies on home stays to give students a taste of family and school life in another country.

MPH science teacher Chad Gregory, who coordinates the exchange program, says, “In many cases, the friendships that are made endure for years, with those who have participated in the exchange revisiting their host families over college breaks.”

Mr. Gregory is in the process of lining up host families for the September exchange. While many MPH families have already volunteered to host a Danish student, another 10 families and alternates are still needed. If you have a child in Grades 10 – 12 and would like to be considered as a host family, here’s a look at what is entailed:

During the four days and five nights that our guests are here, you are asked to provide meals, a place to sleep, and transportation on school days to and from MPH.

You can spend Saturday as you wish with your guest. On Sunday, the School will be taking our Danish visitors to Niagara Falls; hosts are welcome to join us. On Monday and Tuesday, your guest will accompany your child to and from MPH, but will attend a special program while your child is in class. On Wednesday morning, the Danes will depart from MPH for their flight home.

Mr. Gregory notes that the Danish students have studied English for years and speak it flawlessly, “in many cases with an American accent.”  Because the Sorø Akademi, he says, is very much like MPH in drawing students from surrounding communities, MPH host families need not be located close to the School. In the past, Sorø students have stayed in Auburn, Cazenovia, Cortland, even Oswego.            

“In addition to the wonderful experience that hosting brings,” Mr. Gregory says, “your child will be given priority if he or she is interested in making the return trip in February 2013.” 

To volunteer as a host or to learn more about the September exchange, please contact Mr. Gregory at cgregory@mph.net or 315-335-0126.

