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Senior Thesis Project @ MPH

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
-Mahatma Gandhi
Seniors may start the STP process at any time after the May retreat; however, the following are deadlines for completion of each stage:
Stage 1: Junior students and available seniors (with completed STPs) vision-out a Senior Thesis process for the following year during a half-day retreat and subsequent grade level meetings. (April-May of junior year)

Stage  2:  Students take part in a Service Learning Fair where they ‘meet and greet’ various organizations and agencies interested in engaging seniors, perhaps as a catalyst for an STP.  (September)
Stage 3: Students begin brainstorming project ideas and identifying prospective mentors, culminating in a Senior Thesis Proposal (STP) that explains the intent and personal connection along with a detailed timeline. (June-September)

Stage 4: Students convene a STP Committee that includes an MPH and community mentor to review the proposal and offer feedback based on the merit, scope, and sustainability of the project. (1st week in October)

Stage 5: Once the proposal is revised and approved by the STP Panel, the student begins doing action research, studying previous approaches, obstacles and perspectives that convey the complexity surrounding their chosen issue. (January-February)

Stage 6: Students begin the work of their STP, committing time and energy working with their mentor in the identified community.  Students are expected to document the time and progress made working toward a given goal.  (March-May)

Stage 7: All seniors participate in a Gallery Afternoon/Evening where the “learning journey” of their STP is conveyed on a presentation backboard or PowerPoint slideshow to students, parents, and community members (Science Fair-style).  (Last week of April)
Stage 8: The Senior Thesis Project concludes with a Culminating Event that is a public sharing of the student’s work and accomplishments toward this worthy cause.  Culminating events can be performances, presentations, or public events but must convey the action taken in addressing a given issue or cause.  Students have the option to substitute a 5-8 page action research paper in place of the Culminating Event if they so desire. (April-May)

Stage 9: Students write-up a project abstract summarizing their STP consisting of no more than 400 words. (End of May)
Habits of Learning developed through the STP experience:

a) Students apply their learning to a particular interest or passion they have developed

b) Students learn to use human resources outside the school as a way of learning  

c) Students practice what being a responsible citizen means in the realization of their project and in keeping with the school’s mission

d) Students master long-term management of a complex task 

e) Students achievement and competencies are assessed in a variety of ways over the term of their projects

Students have the opportunity to do self-directed, independent work—essential for preparing for college and work in a more global, entrepreneurial world.
